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Chapter provincial legislatures, and that it is not desirable that
Canada should conclude treaties on her own responsi-
bility on these topics, and then legislate to give them
effect. When, however, a treaty is concluded, the Privy
Council has given the view that the normal mode of
implementing its terms is legislation by the Dominion,
even supposing that the subject-matter is within pro-
vincial control; but such cases are probably not likely
to arise, for the Dominion should not be anxious to
make any inroad on the provincial sphere if that can
be avoided.
(5) The States of Australia enjoy the right of direct
appointment of their Governors by the Crown, their
laws are subject only to the almost obsolete control of
the British Government, with which they communi-
cate direct through their Governors or Agents-General
in London. No question has ever arisen of the issue of
the prerogative being effective in the State as a source
of authority, but there has been a controversy of im-
portance regarding the extent to which the States
have any standing in issues of foreign affairs. The Ade-
laide Convention deliberately decided not to accept the
suggestion that the Governor-General should be the
channel of correspondence with the Governors, so that
it was left to the British Government in 1902 to rule
that, where any representation was made by a foreign
government regarding matters affecting a State, the
British Government could proceed to investigate the
issue through the Governor-General. The ruling was
evoked by the complaint of the Dutch Government that
South Australia had failed to arrest the seamen of the
ship Vondel,1 as the State was bound to do under the
1 Keith, Responsible, Government in the Dominions (ed. 1912), i. 796-804.